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wrong-doer, or the blood-feud by which the law left the
offender at the mercy of the wronged. Subsequently the
system of bot and wite died out, and was replaced by arbitrary
amercements assessed at the discretion of the court. The
growth of feudal tendencies in England was marked by the
lavish alienation of Crown prerogatives, and grants of juris-
diction or the profits of jurisdiction were made to churches
and individuals. After the Norman Conquest these ten-
dencies received an immense impetus, and a struggle ensued
between royal justice and private justice, in which the
central court of the king gradually encroached upon the
local courts until there was but one common law throughout
the land.
The intervention of the Crown in provincial administra- judicial
tion began with the movement to reserve criminal cases to
the king alone as ' pleas of the crown '. Once the monopoly
of criminal justice was established, the next step was to
summon civil cases to Westminster whenever the suitor
possessed the means of purchasing a writ, taking the case
out of the lower courts for trial in the king's court. The
reforms carried out by Henry II. completely reorganized the
judicial system ; he established the curia regis upon a new
footing and made important changes in the machinery of
government. His work was inspired by a dual motive, the
desire to weaken the old feudal baronage which for a century-
had menaced the Norman dynasty, and at the same time to
augment the financial resources of his Exchequer. The king
dealt a deadly blow at the feudal system because he struck
at its foundation, the private courts; and his policy was
influenced by the knowledge that to transfer all judicial con-
trol into his own hands meant a great accession of revenue
and power. Henry II.'s design was to weaken the seigniorial
courts by entering into competition with them for the
acquisition of judicial business. He was the first king who
made an organized effort to destroy feudal jurisdiction, and
in order to accomplish this he admitted all suitors to his
own court. But to attract litigants to the central court it
was first necessary to carry out reforms in legal procedure;
justice must be cheaper and more reliable if the people were